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IN T H E WO R L D O F A N I M A L

R E SC U E , the months between Marc h

and November  are known as "Kitten

S e a s o n ." If yo u ’ ve ever looked for a kitten

to add to your family during the Wi n t e r,

then you know—the little guys are scarc e

during the colder months. 

Cats sta rt going into heat as the

weather begins to get warm and continue

to get pregnant and give birth until the

weather turns cold. Even while she is still

n u rsing her most recent litter, a female cat

can go into heat and get pregnant again.

Each ye a r, on ave rage, an unspaye d

female will give birth to three litters of kit-

tens each litter ave raging four to six babies.

N e e d l e ss to say, this time of year… we have

kittens virtually coming out of our ears !

The calls for help are non-stop.

Eve ry day, a couple of dozen people call,

asking if we can ta ke in the mom cat and

kittens living under their porch or the

u n s p a yed family pet that got out s i d e

again and now has another litter of kit-

tens. Shelters are also calling, begging

4 Paws to ta ke a litter or two of the

d ozens and dozens that are ove rf l ow i n g

their facilities and in danger of eut h a n a s i a .

In 2002, 4Paws found loving homes for

268 kittens—nearly half of all the cats

placed into forever homes last ye a r. So, if

you are looking to adopt a kitten, look no

f u rt h e r, 4Paws has them!

Once you have decided to adopt a

k i t t e n —whether it be to save a life; teach

the children about responsible pet care ;

p rovide a friend for your current cat or

dog; or simply to bring a loving compan-

ion into your home—how d o you choose

the right kitten for your family? 

Age often seems to be foremost on

the minds of adopters. “As young as pos-

sible” or “between five and eight we e k s ”

a re requests we often hear. 

You should keep in mind, though, that

it is important for a kitten to be at least

eight weeks old before separating him

f rom his mother and/or siblings. The peri-

od between six and eight weeks is a criti-

cal time in a kitten’s deve l o p m e n t—w h e n

he learns how to interact with other cats.

Whether or not a kitten ends up in a

multi-cat household, it is important for

him to be properly socialized. It is the

bond developed with their mothers and

siblings from which kittens model their

relationships with people. A kitten that

s ta ys with his feline family until at least

eight weeks of age has the best chance of

acquiring the skills and confidence necess a ry

to develop loving attachments later in life. 

The period between the sixth and

eighth weeks is also the time when mom

cat teaches her young proper kitty man-

n e rs. If we could unders tand her meows ,

we might hear, “wash your paws after eat-

ing, no staring at stra n g e rs, and listen to

your elders .”

While young kittens are cute and fun

to watch, adopting a kitten is a step that

should be carefully considered before

taking any action. Once you have decid-

ed that you are ready to commit to the

life-long care of a new kitten, significant

time and thought should go into choosing

the right kitten given the needs and

K I T T E N S, K ITTENS EVERY W H E R E . . .
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A N N O U N C I N G :  T H E  F I R S T  A N N U A L  4 P A W S  Y A R D  S A L E
Vo l u n t e e rs are currently 

collecting items to be sold 

at the ya rd sale. Why not

redecorate the den or finally

get around to that Spring

cleaning—and help homeless

cats in the process? Give us

your used desk, your teenag-

er’s b a by clothes, or the

C h r i s t m a s gift from 1999 that

is still in its original gift box.

And, what better reason to get

a new, bigger, better TV, than

giving the old one to charity?

Re m e m b e r, 4Paws is a non-

p rofit organization, so yo u r

donations are tax deductible

as allowed by law.

Bring your donated items to

either of the next two adoption

f a i rs: August 23 at the Tys o n’s

Petco (703/4 4 8 -34 01) or

September 13 at the Fa i rf a x

Petco (703/352 -33 0 0 ) ,

both from 1 to 5.  You can also

call 703/7 1 5 - M E OW for

alternate collection sites.    

On September 20th, come

early to the 4Paws Ya rd Sale

for the best bargains and show

your support for homeless cats

and kittens!  4Paws t- s h i rts and

swe a t s h i rts with animal friendly

designs will also be ava i l a b l e

for purc h a s e .

Date:  Satu rd a y, September 20

Time:  8 a.m. to 2 p. m .

Location:  1 4 342 Silo Valley Vi ew

C e n t reville, VA 201 2 1

Visit www.f o u r p aws .o rg for

d i rections to the ya rd sale

and weather related post-

ponements.  

Alternate rain dates 

(8 a.m. to 2 p. m . ):

1st alternate—S u n d a y, Sept 21

2nd alternate—S a tu rd a y, Sept 27

3 rd alternate—S u n d a y, Sept 28

m



4 Paws Pre ss is published by 

the 4 Paws Rescue Team, Inc.

P.O. Box 2908, Merrifield, VA 22116

( 703) 715-MEOW (vo i c e )

( 703) 560-9795 (fax)

i n f o @ f o u r p aws .o rg

www.f o u r p aws .o rg
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If you would like to be added to or

deleted from our mailing list or know

o t h e rs who would like to re c e i ve our

mailings, please contact us.

The 4Paws Re s c u e

Team is a non-pro f i t

c o m m u n i ty based

volunteer org a n i z a-

tion that ta kes in neg-

lected, abandoned,

abused and unwanted cats and kittens

and finds them permanent, lov i n g

homes. An animal rescued by 4Paws

will never be eut ha n i zed except out of

medical necess i ty. In addition, 4 Paws is

dedicated to managing the popula-

tions and improving the health of fera l

cat colonies. 4Paws also works with

schools to teach children the impor-

tance of responsible pet care .

4 Paws Rescue Te a m

Officers and Board Me m b e r s

Ba r b a ra Lipson

President/Board of Directors

Dede Dixo n

Vice President/Board of Directors

Dianna Hogan

Secretary/Board of Directors

Linda Simmons

Treasurer/Board of Directors

Board of Directors

Kathleen Ke r r i n s

DeAnna Scott
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P R E S I D E N T ' S  M E S S A G E

A  H E A D L I N E I N T H E W A S H I N G T O N P O S T, April 2003, “S i n k i n g

Revenue Alarms Charities,” speaks of a cry heard around the nation and felt deeply right

h e re by the 4Paws Rescue Team, its vo l u n t e e rs and the community of pet ow n e rs and

h o m e l e ss cats that we have pledged to help. The article explains that tough economic

times coupled with “… a troubled Washington area United Way and increased demand

for services…” have charities scrambling to stay a float.

Far from immune to this economic crisis, 4Paws is squarely in the middle of it.

Donations from private individuals are down 23% as compared to this time last ye a r.

C o n t r i b utions from the Combined Fe d e ral Campaign (CFC), a pro g ram for Fe d e ra l

g overnment employees that facilitates donations to charities through payroll deductions,

h ave also dropped. In prior ye a rs, donations from CFC provided funding for 60% of

4 Paws’ operating activities. CFC donations for the current ye a r, sta rting in March of

2 0 03, are running 40% below last ye a r’s leve l s .

As the Washington Post pointed out, not- f o r- p rofit organizations acro ss the coun-

t ry a re facing similarly seve re cuts in funding. Many organizations have responded by

f re e z i n g job openings or laying off wo r ke rs, cutting back on travel and training, and

reducing overhead costs. 4Paws, run entirely by vo l u n t e e rs, does not have any fat to cut ;

no employees, no rent, no exc e ss e s — 93% of the funds raised are used to directly benefit

the cats by paying for vet services, medical supplies, cat food, litter and other supplies.

The remaining funds are used primarily to operate the administra t i ve functions of the

o rganization (i.e., postage, ads for adoption fairs, and print costs for adoption applica-

tions). There is no other option, there f o re, if donations dro p, 4Paws will have to cut pro-

g ram serv i c e s — f ewer feline lives will be save d .

This is a horrific situation during a time when even more of our furry friends need

our help. Of late, more families are finding themselves in the emotionally deva s tating sit-

uation of having to give up their cherished pets. In many cases, its financial difficulties that

a re forcing people to relinquish their pets—they are finding that they can no longer aff o rd

to care for them. The calls have spanned the gamut: lost jobs, bankruptcy filings, and

evictions as well as milita ry deployments have resulted in previously loved pets needing

to find new homes. Of course, 4Paws helps when possible—our vo l u n t e e rs share in the

h e a rt b reak of eve ry owner who must give up his beloved cat. The image of those dearly

l oved felines quivering, alone in a cage in an animal shelter—their lives quite possibly cut

s h o rt if space becomes scarce—is a pictu re we fight to keep from our minds.

As alwa ys, the amount of help that we can provide is limited by our re s o u rces: 

volunteer time and now, more than eve r, financial re s o u rces. That is why we are asking

yo u — even in these difficult financial times—please send a donation. Times are diff i c u l t

eve ryw h e re, for you, for 4Paws, for the homeless cats languishing in animal shelters or

s ta rving on our streets. Just think how much your donation will mean to the former pet

whose family was forced to relinquish him to an animal shelter, as he sits waiting, lonely

and afraid, for someone to ta ke him out of the cage.Imagine, if because of your donation,

the shelter volunteer ultimately re m oving him from the cage we re able to hand him to

the loving arms of a 4Paws volunteer instead of having to ta ke him down the dark and

s c a ry hallway to the euthanasia ro o m .

N ever before have we been in such desperate need of your financial ass i s ta n c e .

Please make a contribution today so that 4Paws can continue its important work of sav-

ing feline lives… our furry friends deserve so much more than to die a pre m a tu re death

because of lack of funds. 



F E L I N E  T A L E S .  .  .
W I T H  H A P P Y  E N D I N G S

Ta f fy was rescued from a West Vi rg i n i a

shelter with a ve ry high euthanasia ra t e .

S h o rtly after her adoption, Ta ffy ’s adoptive

mom writes, “We we re ve ry lucky to have

recently adopted a kitten from yo u … we

met her at the Saratoga Animal Hospita l .

She is a ve ry special girl. She only has

one eye—she had the other re m ove d

some time ago due to glaucoma. She is

the most beautiful cat in the world. A lot

of people say that she is lucky. We are the

lucky ones. Eve ry day with her is a bless-

ing. Wo rds can’t explain the joy that she

brings to us. Thank you for bringing us

t o g e t h e r.” — Eva and Kevin 

I n k y, a sweet little cat with long black

f u r, had a difficult sta rt in life. She wa s

born and lived outside her entire life

until a volunteer was able to trap her. It

is a miracle that she surv i ved the seve n

or eight months before her re s c u e …

born with a genetic defect resulting in

e yes with no lids, the wear and tear

f rom the elements eve n tually left her

blind in both eyes. Surg e ry has allev i a t-

ed Inky’s pain. Having been blind most

of her life, she is adjusting well to her

n ew circ u m s tances in a home where

regular meals and a warm place to

sleep are ro utine. Inky’s new family

includes four feline siblings— one of

which is also blind—and a mom and

dad who we re instantly enchanted by

her loving natu re .

Heidi, was rescued at 8 weeks of age

f rom an ove rc rowded animal shelter just

b e f o re she was to be eut h a n i zed. Now

she has a whole family to love her and

c h i l d ren with whom to play. Her new

mom writes, “… how happy we are and

h ow wo n d e rful she is. It is like she has

a l wa ys been a member of this family. She

came in and fit right in…She has made us

all so ve ry happy and I can’t imagine what

we would do without her.”— Pa t ty K.

M a t i l d a , adopted by Bruce Mueller,

continues to bring joy for which he is

unendingly gra t e f u l .

J e r ry ( a b ove ) , his littermates, five other

kittens and six adults we re all given to

4 Paws by an elderly woman who had

ta ken a few stray cats into her house,

b ut not had them neut e red. In no time,

the cat population exploded out of con-

t rol and she was unable to care for them

all. The woman turned to 4Paws for

h e l p. “[Jerry] responds to his new name

(O ’ Reilly) ve ry well. He is ve ry much 

a ‘people cat’ and brings joy to eve ry

member of the family…When we firs t

b rought him home, he was on a con-

s tant adve n tu re. He had so many things

to ex p l o re in eve ry room. Then he re a l-

i zed there was a basement and an

upper level. It kept him busy for we e k s …

O ’ Reilly thanks you and we thank yo u

for this perfect match." —Nita P.

S a m was found in an alley in DC, most like l y

dumped there by an owner who no longer

wanted to care for him. Now he rules the

roost! “Sammie is doing wo n d e rf u l l y. Despite

sharing his home with two 65 pound dogs—

he rules... We have put up special shelving so

he can lounge at his favorite window and eat

his food without being disturbed. I was wo r-

ried at first about how Sam would ta ke to the

dogs, but they all get along great (after the

initial two weeks of hissing). The three line up

on the floor while I make dinner waiting for

the scraps to fall. Sammie does not let the

dogs push him around when something falls.

Our dobie and rottie mix both just stand in

confusion and whine when Sammie gets to

the scrap first. As Sam sleeps on his catnap-

p e r, fat and happy, I know I could never be

w i t h o ut him." — L a u ren H.

"Thanks [to 4Paws] for helping the cats

of Lewes. Your incredible support has

helped over 70 cats this past ye a r.

When I think of how many litters… 

[ h ave been] prevented, I am thunder-

struck. So much suffering avo i d e d ! "

—Denise A.

F i re b i rd ( n ow named S a m my) ,

another cat saved from death row at a

local shelter, was ve ry sick when re s-

cued by 4Paws. His new dad writes,

“Sammy is doing well…He has prove n

to be one of the ‘people-friendliest’ cats

that we have ever encountered. He just

l oves to get attention and never seems

to stop purring… All-in-all, it looks like

we have a g reat match. Sammy seems

m o re at home all the time and we cer-

tainly e n j oy having him." — M i ke A.

Found scavenging for food in a tra s h

d u m p s t e r, Tw i s t e r ( a b ove, left) was later

d i s c ove red to have a para l yzed tail fro m

an earlier accident. Now, Twister has a

cushy life of l e i s u re that he shares with his

feline bro t h e r, Ta n g o, also adopted fro m

4 Paws a few ye a rs earlier. His doting mom

writes, “It appears that two best buddies

h ave found each other” —Tami and Don

“Thank you again for the love of my life.

My E m i l y (formerly F l u f fy) is smart and

wo n d e rful and beautiful and precious and

sweet and perfect and companionable

and good natu red and compass i o n a t e

and loving and affectionate and fun

and…”—Diane M.
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Mittens ( a b ove, left ) , another owner give

u p, gets this re p o rt from his new family, 

“He is doing great. The first week was a 

little rough. He was hissing and growling at

our other cat, Watson. But Watson we l-

comed him with open paws. Now they are

the best of friends. If one walks out of the

room, the other must follow.”  —Diana L.

C u d d l e s ( a b ove), relinquished to 4Paws

on two separate occasions, has finally

found her forever home. Her new mom

relates a funny story about one of

Cuddles’ (now called S h e b a) toys, 

“…I hold the mouse end and swish the

string around. She goes crazy for it, espe-

cially since it slides from her grasp easily. .

.and that challenges her. Lately she’s

d e c l a red victory by getting a good grip

on the end of the string (which I tied

knots in) and dragging it away into anoth-

er room, with the mouse trailing behind

h e r. [One night] we could hear a faint tin-

kling sound but couldn’t identify it. [I finally

found the source of the noise in] Sheba’s

ext ra water bow l — t h e re was the mouse,

d rowning. The water had set off the little

“c h i r p e r” inside the mouse…It wo u l d n’ t

s h ut up so I [hit] it against the sink...Sheba

was watching this, and when I let go 

( h aving silenced it) she jumped off the

bed, wa l ked over to it and screeched at it

l i ke I have never heard, kicked it into the

corner with her paw, and wa l ked out … . I

c o u l d n’t stop laughing. Cat drow n s

mouse!”—Chris R.

When Powd e r was rescued from a local

s h e l t e r, she was ve ry sick and was ta ke n

d i rectly to the vet. After a week of forc e

feedings, a regiment of medications and a

lot of TLC, Powder was able to leave the

animal hospital and go into foster care .

N ow called Tz i p py by her new family, she

spends many hours frolicking with her new

feline family and cuddling with her human

f a m i l y. “Tz i p py has made me and my

household WHOLE. The dynamics of 3

cats are even better than those of 2 cats.

T h e re is alwa ys someone to play with, eve n

when one is dozing. Tz i p p o rah loves being

in a household with other cats. She is ve ry

h a p py—and all of the cats have been play-

ing together since Day 7 of Tz i p py ’s

a r r i val… She thrives on playing hide and

seek, acting vicious, but then wrestling on

the ground in a playful wa y, and then finally

g rooming the other cats as they gro o m

h e r. Thanks so much…We love her and she

l oves being in our home.”—Maria R.

Manifesto lost his previous home and

family when his dad, a member of the

armed forces, was deployed overseas

and his mom, seven months pregnant,

could no longer care for him on her

own. His first mom was heartbroken to

give him up. His new mom writes,

“Although it has not been quite a year

yet, I can’t remember a time when

[Festo] wasn’t here. We were dog peo-

ple, and it was because of our two dogs

that I was at the Alexandria Petco the

day I saw my (not so) little Fatso. [The

day I brought him home]…despite my

coaxing, Festo hid under the couch until I

let the dogs back inside for introductions.

As soon as Madison poked her nose

around the corner, Festo came right out.

They’ve been the best of friends ever

since. Festo is our special buddy…He

loves to cuddle…Festo has worn a per-

manent groove on my husband’s lap, my

husband calls him the ‘leg numb-er.’

He comes when you call him. He loves

dogs. He loves us. We love him. What

more can you ask for?” —Buzz and

Brandy, Kiana and Madison m

FOSTER HOMES NEEDED—OPEN YOUR HOME AND SAVE A LIFE
4 Paws’ capacity to save feline lives is directly dependent on the number of foster

homes available. Consider opening your heart and home to a stray cat; become a

foster home vo l u n t e e r. The experience is quite rewa rding and a wo n d e rful way to

teach children re s p o n s i b i l i ty towa rd pets. The commitment could va ry from a cou-

ple of weeks to seve ral months depending upon your ava i l a b i l i ty. You provide the

food, litter and love, 4Paws pays for pre - a ut h o r i zed vet care .

Call 703/7 1 5 - 6 3 69 (MEOW) to find out how you can help 4Paws give one

m o re homeless cat a better life; a life filled with love, warmth and security. You will

be rewa rded many times ove r … eve ry time your foster cat purrs in your ear or snug-

gles up against your neck. Your greatest rewa rd, howeve r, will be when you hand

over your foster cat to her new family.  

Of course it will be difficult to say goodbye, having cared for your wa rd from the

beginning of her rescue. You will certainly never forget the look of terror on her face

the first time that you gently pulled her from the carrier. Later that evening, you wit-

n e ssed the dramatic change that a simple brushing and hearty meal could make in her

a p p e a rance and confidence. Over time, you saw her get stronger and more trusting.  

In your heart, you will know that it is time to let her go. . .time for your foster cat to

h ave a family of her own to love and who loves her. You will be comforted to know

that her new family has been carefully screened by a 4Paws volunteer to ensure that

she will be well cared for and loved thro u g h o ut her life. And you will know that yo u

h ave done a generous and beautiful thing by providing a tempora ry home for yo u r

foster cat, but then letting her go in order to make space for the next homeless cat

waiting to escape the cold and dangerous streets or a shelter’s death row. m

FELINE TA L E S . . .WITH HAPPY ENDINGS

continued from previous page 
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F E L I N E  T A L E S … W I T H
U N F I N I S H E D  E N D I N G S

Lucy Lu, with her two -week old kittens,

was left in a box at the Alexandria Pe t c o.

Mom and babies we re so flea-ridden, that

the vet feared anemia, a disease oft e n

f a tal to young kittens. A bath, a good

meal and a warm place to sleep, was all

this family needed, though. They have set-

tled in at their foster home and are thriv-

ing. Lucy Lu and her babies will be ava i l-

able for adoption in mid Au g u s t .

B l u e ( a b ove) was rescued during the

bad snow storm in Fe b r u a ry, (the REAL-

LY) bad storm. His owner left him behind

when she moved to Colora d o. Prev i o u s l y

an indoor cat, she left Blue to fend for

himself outside. He would wander fro m

ya rd to ya rd crying for food. By the time a

neighbor finally re a l i zed his plight and

took him into her home, Blue had been

s u rviving on his own for six months. An

i n j u ry to his tail re q u i red that it be part i a l l y

a m p utated. Now, after lots of TLC and

drug thera py for his phantom tail pain,

Blue is happy and healthy again. All he

needs is someone special to love and

who will love him—foreve r. 

A n g e l , h u n g ry and emaciated, wa n-

d e red into the garage of a 4Paws vo l u n-

teer… lucky for her! The collar around her

neck was so tight that it nearly stra n g l e d

h e r. Sta rved for attention as well as food,

Angel quickly made friends with her 

re s c u e r, jumping in his lap for some 

cuddling. Wi t h o ut any contact informa-

tion on her collar, the volunteer tried, but

was unable to locate an ow n e r. Now,

Angel, a pre t ty ta b by not yet fully grow n ,

is looking for a new permanent home. 

Ka t i e and G ro u c h o, a pair of older gals,

still have a lot of love to give. Their original

owner relinquished the girls to 4Paws when

she became seriously ill. They are ideal pets

for a family with children… they are gentle,

i n t e ra c t i ve, and calm. Katie and Gro u c h o

l ove attention.  They love to sit with their

p e rson and soak up all the love, petting, and

back scratching you have to give .

Tom and Bill we re tossed out into an

alley in DC after their owner died.

Terrified and hungry, they wa n d e red the

s t reets until a 4Paws volunteer re s c u e d

them.  Now, having learned to trust peo-

ple again, these boys are enjoying the

good life in foster care while waiting for

their adoptive family to find them. To m

and Bill ( a b ove ) a re ve ry close and need

to be adopted together. They do enjoy

the companionship of other cats, though,

so… if you already have a cat or two, Bill

and Tom wo n’t mind letting them join in

the fun.

M a n y, many more cats and kittens are look-

ing for loving forever homes. 4Paws alwa ys

has at least 75 and sometimes as many as

150 cats in the adoption pro g ram looking for

homes. Visit the Virtual Adoption Fair at

www.f o u r p aws .o rg to learn more about some

of the many cats looking for someone to love .

Actual adoption fairs are held every few

weeks, see the list of dates and locations

below or visit the web site for details.

For more information about Blue, Angel,

Katie, Gro u c h o, Tom and Bill, visit

www.f o u r p aws .o rg /a d o p t i o n c e n t e r/

v i rtu a l f a i r. h t m l . m

2 0 0 3  A D O P T I O N  F A I R  S C H E D U L E
August 23, 1-5 p.m. Tysons Petco

September 13, 1-5 p.m. Fairfax Petco

October 4, 1-5 p.m. Tysons Petco

October 25, 1-5 p.m. Fairfax Petco

November 15, 1-5 p.m. Tysons Petco

December 6, 1-5 p.m. Tysons Petco

December 20, 1-5 p.m. Fairfax Petco

A D O P T I O N  S I T E S
A l exandria Petco 703/6 6 0 -1 3 0 0

Arlington Petco 703/276-7387

B u r ke Petco 703/455 -2 0 07

Chantilly Pe t c o 703/8 1 7-94 4 4

Fa i rfax Pe t c o 703/352 -33 0 0

Gaithersburg Petco 301/975-9888

Tysons Petco 703/4 4 8 -34 01

Animal Medical Center of Springfield 703/455-1188

Ashburn Farms Animal Hospital 703/726-8784

4 Paws t-shirts and sweatshirts available for sale at adoption fairs.

V I R T U A L  A D O P T I O N  F A I R  
W W W . F O U R P A W S . O R G
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M E M O R I A L S
Our hearts go out to S t e p h a n i e who lost

her beloved T h o m a s a fter months of

battling kidney disease. Thomas and his

b ro t h e r, Midnight, we re former pets,

g i ven to 4Paws by their owner who

could no longer care for them.

Stephanie took them into her heart 

and home for what she expected to 

be a tempora ry time until they found

their permanent home. Thomas and

Midnight figured it out before

Stephanie…they had found their foreve r

home with her. Thomas is deeply 

m i ssed by Stephanie, his feline bro t h e r,

Midnight, his canine bro t h e r, Lucky 

and Snuggles, his feathered friend.

In loving memory of M a g g i e, who

s h a red her life with Ed and Carole. 

A teacher at Fo restville Elementa ry, each

year Carole coordinates the 

s tudents’ eff o rts to support 4Paws’ and

h o m e l e ss cats as they donate food, toys

and litter thro u g h o ut the school ye a r.

“Wi l l ow a l wa ys had on-going iss u e s … b ut

his ove rwhelming swe e t n e ss and good-

n e ss made it unimportant to me. It ke p t

him from being adopted, but it kept him in

my life. He was known to wrestle with the

babies and allowed other cats to gently

g room him. Most of the foster kittens

spent time playing with his tail, which he

tapped rhythmically when annoyed. He

n ever did more than turn around and

f i r m l y, but quietly, meow to show that it

was enough of that…He was a special

guy…he taught me a lot about patience

and unconditional love. Wi l l ow never held

a n ything against me… [not with the]

bathing, grooming, numerous trips to the

vet, and in the end, fluids injected twice

daily under his skin. Wi l l ow was loved by

all and will not be forg o t t e n ." – Deena 

“ Pre c i o u s— 19 96 to 2003. We have so

many fond memories of you and yo u r

sweet little wa ys. We miss you eve ry day,

b ut we know that you are in a happier

place now. You are forever in our heart s .”

With love alwa ys — M i ke and Mary

In continuing memory of M a g g i e

—Z i m m i e

The 4Paws vo l u n t e e rs also say “g o o d-

bye” to those that we we re unable to

s ave…though certainly not for a lack of

t rying. Here are a few of their stories:

C a rt e r, one of a dozen cats re s c u e d

f rom a rural area where cats we re being

d rowned in the river for sport, ended up

dying from a brain tu m o r.

M a i z i e ’s e n t i re litter of kittens all 

suddenly fell ill and died only three days

a fter being rescued from a shelter where ,

u n b e k n ownst to 4Paws, they had alre a d y

been infected with the deadly pan-

l e u kopenia virus. Though their lives 

we re cut tragically short, they did not 

die in vain…in order to help safeguard

other cats in the shelter, 4Paws provided 

the facility with one hundred va c c i n e s ,

needles and sy r i n g e s .

N o a h , runt of his litter, was born with

serious congenital defects that caused

his pre m a tu re death.

Paolo, the wildest of kittens, who was

l ovingly and patiently tamed, succumbed

to the feline leukemia virus at the tender

age of 14 months. He was much loved

and is terribly missed.

A n t h o ny, a sweet cat, had no faults

other than bad luck. When his original

owner moved and could not ta ke him,

Anthony was given to a friend. Later, 

the friend moved to an apartment that

did not allow pets and took A n t h o n y

to an animal shelter. Bounced f ro m

home to home, this poor boy, ended

up in a shelter simply because the

people that he trusted to c a re 

for him did ta ke their responsibilities 

s e r i o u s l y. A n t h o n y was eut h a n i zed 

when the facility became ove rc rowd e d

with stray and relinquished cats and

kittens…and 4Paws, though despera t e

to find room, could not ta ke him due

to lack of foster home space.

Though not all listed here . . .each loss is

deeply felt and each will be miss e d .

m

COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN
The 4 Paws Rescue Team is embarking

on its sixth year of participation in the

Combined Fe d e ral Campaign (CFC ) .

The CFC allows Fe d e ral Gove r n m e n t

wo r ke rs to contribute a portion of their

p a ychecks to the charity of their choice.

This fundraising eff o rt has become an

i n c reasingly important source of opera t i n g

revenue for 4Paws over the ye a rs. 

If you, or any of your friends or 

re l a t i ves, work for the Fe d e ral Gove r n -

ment, please consider designating 4Paws

as your charity of choice. Our CFC 

number is 75 4 0.

NEEDED: COUNTRY BARNS 
FOR CITY CATS
We often find cats that are too shy or

skittish to be adopted into homes. We

a re able to vaccinate and sterilize these

animals, but unfortu n a t e l y, they often can-

not be re turned to their original location

due to any number of dangers — m a ra u d-

ing dogs, construction, busy stre e t s .

Do you know a cat lover who ke e p s

h o rs e s? These sweet, but shy, city cats

h ave few options for a decent life— they

would love to move to a warm barn in

the country! 

Please call (703) 715-6369 or e-

mail us at info@fourpaws .o rg if you or

someone you know can provide a barn

for a homeless cat or two. We’ll be happy

to deliver these cats (altered and va c c i-

nated) and provide advice on how to

i n t e g rate them into the barn.

Placing city cats in country barns is

a winning situation for all concerned.

Your new barn cats will certainly earn

their keep by helping to control the

rodent population, and you’ll be saving 

a feline life or two. 

MAKE A DONATION TO 
4PAWS ONLINE!
You can make a donation to 4Paws

quickly and securely with Paypal. Just 

visit www. p a y p a l .com, create a login and

i n s tantly send a donation using yo u r

c redit card . m
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l i f e s tyle of your family. Re m e m b e r, a kitten

will only be eight weeks old for one we e k ,

b ut with proper care an indoor cat can

bring you joy for fifteen or twe n ty ye a rs .

Ta ke your time and don’t just adopt the

f i rst furry face that catches your eye .

One rule of thumb to consider,

older kittens—five months or more—are

usually better companions for young

children. In the few weeks between two

and five months of age, kittens gain

much better control over and under-

standing of the use of their claws and

teeth. Consequently, while still playful and

full of cute antics, teenage kittens are less

likely to unintentionally bite or scratch a

small child during play. Teenage kittens

also tend to be calmer and more tolerant

of young children. 

When choosing a new furry family

m e m b e r, pers o n a l i ty is ext remely impor-

tant. A cat’s pers o n a l i ty is not fully deve l-

oped until five or six months of age, but

with careful observation you should be

able to glean some clues about the futu re .

Spend time observing and interacting with

d i ff e rent kittens. Try handling each kitten;

watch how each plays with his siblings;

and observe the kittens interacting with

c h i l d ren and visa ve rsa. How a kitten

responds to a new situation with stra n g e rs

will give some insight into whether he will

be comfortable in a noisy or active house.

If you don’t already have a pet, yo u

should consider getting a pair of kittens.

C o n t ra ry to popular belief, cats are social

c re a tu res. Cats can be seen playing, cud-

dling together, and grooming each other.

Fu rt h e r m o re, the eight or nine hours that

most people are at work is a long time for

a cat, especially a young kitten, to be

home alone. Caring for two cats is no

m o re work than caring for one… often a

kitten will get into less trouble when left 

in the company of another animal as

opposed to being bored and getting 

into mischief by himself. 

When you first bring your new kitten

home, sta rt him in just one room for the

f i rst week. The smaller space will help him

to acclimate to his new home and family

m o re quickly. You will also be better able

to keep a close eye on the kitten, making

s u re he is eating, drinking and using the

litter box. Sometimes stre ss from a new

e nv i ronment or separation from mom

and siblings will cause a kitten to get sick.

C o n tact your vet if you see any vo m i t i n g ,

lack of appetite, sneezing, congestion, or

d i s c h a rge from eyes or nose. Also, if yo u r

kitten is lethargic, not using the litter box

at all or eliminating outside of the box, he

may be sick and should be seen by a vet. 

When the kitten is ready to move

o ut of his room, you will probably want 

to relocate the litter box. Move the box 

to its permanent location and then put 

the kitten in the box. Let him ex p l o re the

house from the re f e rence of his litter box. 

If your house has multiple leve l s ,

placing litter boxes on a couple of floors

will ensure that the kitten does not have to

go too far to find a box. Be sure to intro-

duce the kitten to each box as ex p l a i n e d

a b ove. Scoop the boxes each morning

and evening, completely changing the lit-

ter and cleaning the boxes eve ry couple

of weeks. Some cats are more fastidious

a b o ut their litter boxes than others. It is

best not to test the boundaries of yo u r

c a t ’s tolerance, though. No doubt yo u

want to do eve rything you can to pro m o t e

good litter box habits from the beginning.

During quiet time, after play, is a good

time to get your kitten comfortable with

being groomed. Many cats enjoy being

brushed. Regular brushing sessions are a

g reat way to bond with your new pet…with

the added bonus of reducing the accumu-

lation of loose hair thro u g h o ut the house. 

A kitten should have his claws clipped

twice a month. Kitten claws grow much

faster and are much sharper than those of

adult cats. Keeping the claws short will sig-

nificantly reduce the kitten’s need to

s c ratch. Be sure to provide scra t c h i n g

posts with va rying textu res in order to

determine which materials your kitten finds

most enjoyable. Options include carpet,

twine, and card b o a rd. Stu rdy posts that

wo n’t tip over when the kitten pulls on them

or card b o a rd scra t c h e rs that lie flat on the

floor should be located thro u g h o ut the

house. Rub or spray cat nip on the scra t c h i n g

posts and use positive re i n f o rcement to

e n c o u rage their use.

Soon after your kitten settles into his

n ew play wo r l d … o t h e rwise known as yo u r

house… it is time to sta rt considering his

medical needs. It is important to esta b l i s h

a relationship with a veterinarian. In the

f i rst months after you adopt him, your 

kitten will need to go to the vet three or

four times—initially for vaccines and later

to be spayed or neut e red. 

Keeping your kitten up to date on 

his vaccines will protect him from many

common, yet fatal diseases that can be

t ransmitted even to a cat that re m a i n s

i n d o o rs. Equally as important to the long-

term health of your kitten is spaying or

n e utering at the appropriate age. Cats that

a re sterilized before reaching sexual matu-

r i ty have lower incidence of deve l o p i n g

re p ro d u c t i ve cancers — m a m m a ry cancer in

females and testicular cancer in males.

Veterinarians va ry as to what age

they are willing to perform this surg e ry.

All kittens should be spayed or neut e re d

by six months of age in order to avo i d

u nwanted pregnancies and undesira b l e

h o r m o n e - d r i ven behav i o rs. Many ve t s

a re sta rting to perform surgeries on kit-

tens between four and six months—some

as early as eight weeks or two pounds. 

W h a t ever age your vet is comforta b l e

spaying or neutering your kitten, make sure

your new pet gets fixed at the earliest pos-

sible age. Doing so is one more step yo u

can ta ke to give your new furry family

member his best chance at having many

h a p py ye a rs to share with yo u . m
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KITTENS, KITTENS EVERY W H E R E

continued from page 1



4 Paws Rescue Team 

P.O. Box 2908

Merrifield, VA 22116

( 703) 715-MEOW

www.f o u r p aws .o rg

Presorted Standard

US Postage 

PAID

Merrifield VA

Permit #2880


